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Press Sarvica

Chicaps Tribure
WASHINGTON, Masch 11w
The head of President Nixon's
interagency task force va ter-

rorism  cxpects: [urther inci-

dents of the kind in which two -
American diplomats’ died re-

cently in Khartoum. He indi-
cates that United States re-
sources to combat such dan-
gers are stretehed teo thin,

Armin Meyer, the diplomat
from Lincoln, Ill., who man-
ned Washington’s radio to
Khartoum tihruout the 24-hour
seige, said in an exchwive in-
tervicw with The Tribune that
intelligence had hinted such an
attack migint occur but did not
say where.

Terrorism is already of epi-
demic proportions, Meyer says,
Manpower to fight it is becom-
ing a serious problem, he adds,

The 30-year carcer diplomat,
. who served recently as ambas-
sador to Japan and previously
to Iran and Lebanon, mnotes
that because the Palestinian
extremists  did net  achieve
their objoctive in Kharfoum-—
the release of one of their
leaders held in Jordan — they
are likely to strike again.

The interview follows:

Q—WE UNDLRS TAND that
recenlly there was a meeting
of the working group on ter-
rorism. Can you tell us in
what areas we can expect to
sce precautionary aciivity as a
result _of the udanese
tragedy?’

" A~-In owr meeting
amined what niore we can or
should de to protect .Ameri-
cans abroad—officials and oth-
er Americans—beyond what
we're doing now [and] to pro-
tect foreign officials in our
own country. .As you know,
we've taken quite a number of
steps in the last few months
since the Munich tragedy fo
shore up our defonses against

this kind of activity. Aly im-

pression is, however, that be-

we ex-

Ren

This Interview with Armin Meyer,
Nison’s {ask force on terrorism, was conducted by 1

head of President
fribune

Washington reporters Alds Beckman, Louise Hutchinson, John
Maclean, and Frank Siarr, Washisgion Bureau chief,

cause of the current cpidemic

proporticns, mere will have to
he dona. Uniil now, we've

been trying to lve within eur
normal manpower lmitaticns
It may be we'll have to ex-
pand some of our protective
services and activities for
screcning people coming into
the country, for taking care of
our poople overzeas, perhaps
sending more security ofticors
to cur overseas posts. All of
that means budget and man-
pawer problems. '

Q.—ITave any of our crubas-
sies, particularly in the Middle
Rast, asked for more sceurily
since the Sudanese event?

A—Sinee then we have sent
three alerts to all our embas-
sies around the world pointing
out that the terrorists in
Khartoum did not achisve
their aim, which was prirmri-
ly the release of one of their
ringleaders who is being held

captive in Jordan, Therefore,
it is not unlikely that they will
decide to strike again elsc-
where.

Q.-YOU SAID you are also
concerned with increasing pro-
tection of {oreign diplomats
here.

- A~Very delinitely. As one
who has spent two-thirds of
my 30 years in the diplomatic
career abroad, I have often
been impressed by the con-
trast in the protection offered
American  diplomats  abroad
and that which we offer here.

ble for the protection of for-

cign officials. We last ycar got

The host country is responsi-

thru Congress a special law
which makes a fedeval offense
of such crimes as kidnapping,
assault, murder, harassment
against any forcign officials,
fncluding family and staff, not
only ambassadors as it had
been herelofore. We have
about 137,620 people covered
by this new legistation, but we
don't have further protective
services and we didn't ask for
them at the time.

Q.—-WOULD YOUR concern
regarding diplomats in this
country he speeifically with
the Black
organization?

A—No. As a matter of fact,
while the present interest is in
the terrorist siluation in the
Aliddle Tmast there are numer-
ous other instances of it here
and abroad. In this country,
for example, two Turkish dip-
Tomats were murdered recent-
Iy in California.

Q.—Are the diplomats here
asking for more protection?

A.—There have been many
requests from the diplomats
recently. There is growing
concern, and our resources
are getting stretched tighter,

Q—WIHAT
about that?
cavlier

CAN you do
You mentioned
that the new law did

not provide for increased re- |

sources.

A1 want to make clear
that while that law makes
such acls a federal offense, it
docs not rcmove the jurisdic-
tion for any of these crimes
from Jocal authorities. It

esn't mean that the federal

such problems when they hap-

September !

pen in Chicago or New York.

It means the local authorities
are still primarily responsible,
but that the {federal govern-
ment will work with them. So
we still are counting heavily
on the local police, and some
of them complain that they
don’t have the manpower to
take care of consular officials
and forcign visitors in their
distriets, that it's an added
burden.

This is a serious problem.
We understand their problem,
and we understand our limita-
{ions. The question is how you
provide adequate plotcclxon

Q.—You're assessing this
problem now?

A—You can't {ind a hody-
guard for every foreign official
in this country or for every
American official abroad. But
you should he able to cover

most cituations where there is
the greatest likelihood of ac-
lion.

fé.m()xl-) O THIS fools that
mizht be most effective is in-
telipence, Da we have any in-
dication  that there was in-
creased activily among the

Llack september people prior
to the Sudan incldeat?

A—¥We got a constant
strean of reports on ail types
of terrorist activity, One of
our main challenges has bheen
to {ry to hring this information
inlo focus and to try to deter-
mine where the greatest likeli-
hood is.

I will say that in our weokly
meeting the day before this
happened we did have a report
including a specific and de-
tailed account of the fact that
the Dlack September move-
ment was very upsef that the
ringleader, Abou Daoud, was
in custody in Jordan. They
were (uite anxious to do some-

thing to get him released.
That much, of course, was

fairly cvident, that they might
try something to release one
of their leaders. But — where,
was another question.

Q.—DID W WARN our em-
bassies on the basis of this?
A.—Well, they’ve been onn-a
conslant alert. This is not the
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Q.—-With the benefit of hind-
gight, is there any way this
incident could have been pre-
vented, short of just not going
o the party where it
occurred?

A.—-I honeslly don’t sce any
way {hat that could have been
prevented hy anything that
was available to anybady con-
nected with the security situa-
tion, unless there bhad bech
gsome dircet indication {here
was to be some activity there.

Q.-WE WERE TOLD you
were the man on this end of
the radio conversations during
part of this terrible siege.

A~~I was there around the
clock. ‘ '

Q.—What kind of advice
were you giving our embassy
there?

A—It's a long story. We've
madec a chronology of it
Whenever we get a report of
this kind, as we did about
three wecks agd when our am-
bassader in Haiti teleptioned
in and said some gunmen
were lhere with a pistol at his
head, immediately we assem-

ble a task force at our opera-:

tions center.
We have direet contact with
- a foreign capital and to the
extent possible with our post.
We do it thru our embassies.
In both cases, the ambassador
and number two man were out
of commission so you get
down to junior officers. So onc
of the first things we always
consider is should we send a
special mission out there to
help, and to provide some sen-
jor rank for communications.
This we did in hoth cases, in

: Haiti and Kharfown. In Haiti
it took only abcut threr hours,
but in Khartoum it teok 15
hours. We conzidercd right at
the start whother it was desir-
able to send someone. It would
take 15 hours to get theve, and
they had set a deadline of four
hours or something like that,
We still decided to do it

BEYOND  THAY, one  of
the first things we did was o
telegraph {o our past guidance
on how we believe events of
this kind should he handied. It
was, in brief, that we don’t
think there should be copitula-
tion to the demands of the ter-
rorists and to the extonl pos-
sible to cortinue negotiations.
We hoped .SO]““D!“’AFPT(SU?H
they would in the end &yjrec to
release the hostages free and

HNOW
rorists’ own safe passage.

e might go along with

that, if there s no capitulation

‘to any of their demands. We
| call it the Bangkok solufion.
k That's what happened in
{ Bangkok; the {errorvists did
{ agree to release thelr hostages
! lin return] for their own safe
| passage, but none of their de-
i mands were met.

We carried this contact on
thruout the hours there. It in-
volved letling them know Alr.

D [William] Macomber was
coming, how he was coming,
getting overflight rights, get-

posals made out at the scenc
on what we might do, and we
provided our repiies to them.
There was never a specific re-
guest for yiclding on specific
demands.

| QAT ANY POINT did the :
the

Secretary of State or
White House talk to the presi-
dent of the Sudan?

A.<-No. But the Sccretary of
State was very much involved,
and our embassy in Khartoum
was aware that not only the
sceretary but the President
were inlerested and that the
cuidance ceming from cur con-
trol center had the support of
“hoth. -

1
|
I
!
i

gestion that because Ambassa-
4+ dor Macomber had to stop in

Cairo and there was some
] lime lost there it did cause con-
| cern o the terrorists and may
“have led to the shooting. Can
- you explain the stop in Caire?

A.—Yes. There is a perfectly
simple reason for that, During
the course of his flight it was
decided he should stop and
come into Kharleum in a civil-
ian aircraft rather than a mili-
tary aircraft,

Q.—Why was thal fmportant?;

A.—-Because the Sauci embas
sy Iwhere the hostages were
held] is right next to the air-
port. There was concern that
the terrorists might think a
military operation was under-
vav. So we eonsidered several
alternatives and  decided on
~one where he would land

ting infermation from them.
There were lwo or three pro- |

Q.~~There’s been sovme sug-

in
Cairo and continue on a com-
;mercial tlight, The conuuer-
Ielal flicht was held up for two

jing there was a new proposal |
t for moving the hostages to a
1third country. And because of ,
| that new proposal and cur re- |
‘ply to it, there would hzwcl
been no point in his going on |
to Kharloum. It would havei
been better for him to slay in
Cairo. |
However, that proposal was |
rejected about two hours aller |
he was in Cairo. At that time |
he resurncd his flight. In the
meantime, two of his sbemem-
ber party had taken thal Su-
dan airways plan to Khar-
foum. Their plane arrived at
9:30 and the cxecutions actual-
ly took place at 9:06, so cven
if he had gone on as iuntended

he would not have been there
Lefore the cvent occurred.

Q.—WHY DO YOU think our
men were Lilled?

A.—1 (hink there are a varl-
ety of reasons. 1 think primar-
il;} thore was a fanatical de-
termination to eslablish the
credibility of the Black Scp-
temhor novement. After the
ok affair there had heen
i considerable  criticism that
Phey had failed in their mis-

sien. Obviowsly, the main ob-
jective was fo get ibe release
of their men in America. Per-

{ haps they thousit that killing
' Americans would show they
. meant business, but it had just
“the opporite effect. The Suda-
Dnese said, “XNow that vou've
! dgne (his, you can‘t even leave
Chis country.”

i think perbaps the shooting

“down of the Libyan airliner
{night have polten some of the

Aval terrorists nore excited

than normal,

\\ The fact that there had been
“visils to this couray by King
; "lussein, by an Egyplian rep-
[ i yesentative, Mr. Ismail, and
{{the prime minisier of Isracl,

[ Alrs, Meir, mizght have indicat-
i | ed to some of the Palestinian

1;c,\'tmm'mis that there covld
Ui jave been the possibility of
!‘E‘OIE]C modus vivendi in the
I 2iddle Joast and that would bie
[ 1counter to their own ideas
" which are that they hope to
S turn the clack bacek Lo 1037

tlhcy may have had a certain

i

i

i e anything thot moves in b
; divection of peace.

L hougs awaiting his arriyak But ‘
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- Egypt, at that very moment,!

ists choose the embassy of o

&9

Damount of interest in torpedo-
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ivery wealthy Arab counvy--
! Saudi Arabia—that hus helped
support Al Fatah and a’so in a
fcountry—Sudan with very
slrons Arab tivs? Psycholooi-
cally deesn't that deteat their
own purpose?

A.—Obviously, you have lo

get the answer from them. But .

my speculation is that they
thought it would be quite clev-
cr to hold hoth Arabs and non-
Arabs captive in order to get
the release of this individual
in Jovdan. They, after execut-
ing the Americans and not the

Arab hostages, they would get

some sympathy of less hostili-
ty than if they murdered some
of their own Arab hrothers.

Q.—Doyou think, then, that
as the time [ef Middle East
negotiation) comes closer, if in
fact it does, thal the danger
from the Black Sceptember will
increase?

A.—1 can't comment as to
the state of progress toward a
settlement of the Middle Last
situation, but I would certainly
think that if some mirecls
could occur whereby there
were one, that it would do a

great deal {oward doing away -

with this terrorism situation.

Q.—I UNDLRSTCOD you to
say earlier thal you thought

there might he some way fo

that perhaps t he feeling that

" gain peace had, in fact; beena
factor in this Sudan incident. :

Aren’t those contredictory
statements?

A.~] don’t think so. Assum-
ing that yoen could
" Arab govermnents to agree to

{he Middle 1ast it would cast

gat the

some sort of arransement in i

the terrorist movement in an

Centively different  light, he-
"eause as of now the Arab gov-
orraments thomselves are in
favor of some sort of restora-
tion of Palestine and Palestine
riehts as thev call thein. But
if they were 1o agree to some
sort of arr
thoe lerrorists would then rot
Fave the public syvmpothy or
non-hastility and certainly the
[Aruh? governments would be
in o belter nosition to curb the
activitics of the terrovists.

Vo
il

the  Telter-homb

|
i Q—-\When
Pecare biohe 1 orecall examnples

. .
eontlanol

wrgement I believe
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I 'being given of the possibi:-,
- of kidnapping leading induss: .
alists or leading business mern
Is there a likelihood of that?
A.—Oh, I think i’s an ever.
present danger.

Q.—With a civilian woulg
the federal government try ¢4
persuade civilian inlerests ¢
its no-ransom philosophy?

A—I don’'t know. \e
haven't addressed that ques-
tion.

Q.—IU's possible, then, that
tourists, for example, might
very well be taken lostage.
Then we would be forced 1o
address it?

A.—That's right. T wouldn't
want to comment as to what
we would do, In general, I
think there’s a belief that kow-
towing to blackmail anywhere,
any time is not the way to
handle these things, for it just
leads fo more of it.

Q—WIHEN YOU HEAD
about their situation, knowing
the history of {he Black Sep-
tember movement, did you
fear that they were then, in
effect, dead?
A—Oh, onec always has
hope, but in all honesty this
did scem to have some factors
which caused more concern
than normal, ycs.
Q.—We understand that Am-
hassador Noel himself had
heen a member of the plan-
ning group that worked on the
policy decision that there
would he no participation in
" blackmail, so he himself must
Phave had a vary realistic view
of what the situation was.

A—~Well, he and Noore
were really oulstandingly cou-
rageous in the way they han-
- dled this. The slory we hear is
that they walked oif with per-
i feet dignily, thanked the Suudi
ambassador for the farewell
reception that was given and
marched down {o the cellar
Pwhere  the  execulions ook
vlace. 1L was really a tremen-
dous act of courage on their
part,
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